THE ALVENSLEBEN CONVENTION

fall into the possession of our enemies, whom we might
discern in the Poles, the philo-Folish Russians, and, ulti-
mately, probably in the French. Austria was then pre-
occupied with her rivalry with Prussia on German territory
and could the more easily come to terms with the Polish
movement because, notwithstanding the memories of 1846
and the price then set on the heads of the Polish nobles,
she still retained more of their sympathy and the sympa-
thy of the Polish clergy than either Prussia or Russia,

To harmonise the Austro Polish with the Russo-Polish
plans of fraternisation will always be difficult; but the
considerate treatment which in 1863 Austria, in concert
with the Western Powers, accorded to the Polish move-
ment showed that she had no fear of Russian rivalry in a
resuscitated Poland. Thrice had she, in April, in June,
and on August. 12, joined with France ami England in
making representations at St. Petersburg in the interest
of Poland, ' We have/ so runs the Austrian note of June
18,' * laboured to ascertain the conditions under which
peace and quiet can be restored to the kingdom of Poland,
and have come to the conclusion that they may be summed
up in the following six points, which we commend to the
consideration of the cabinet of St. Petersburg: 1. Com-
plete and universal amnesty; 2, A national representative
system participating in legislative functions and invested
with an effective control; 3. The appointment of Poles
to public offices in such manner that a separate national
administration may be formed capable of inspiring confi-
dence in the country; 4, Perfect and entire liberty of con-
science, and abolition of the restrictions upon the exercise
of the Catholic religion; 5, Exclusive use of the Polish

1 In the French text in the Staff Artkiwt, v. 354 tqq, No. 887,
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